
President’s Message

Thepacealwaysseemsto pick up aswe rushtowardthe endof theyear,doesn'tit? This monthwill
have the casual and comfortable Thanksgiving bird count, done at home for just one hour, to warm you
up for themoreseriousChristmasBird Count.Don't be shyaboutvolunteeringfor eitherof these,no
matter what your skill level; help is always welcome.

November4, 6, and8 arealsovery importantdatesfor SanPedroValley residents.You'll be seeing
newspaperinsertsabout the Upper San PedroPartnershipworkshopson thosedates.They will be
identical,sopick the time andplacethatworks for you. But pick oneof them!! Many of you cameto
thefirst setof meetingssponsoredby the USPPandI thankyou for that.Theseworkshopsarea very
importantfollow-on to continuingto makeour voicesheardin thewaterandenvironmentdiscussions
going on these days. This is absolutely one way to make a difference for our future. Please attend.

This monthalsoincludesthe FUNdraiserat the mall. HAS sells ticketsfor $5 andkeepsthe money,
you geta specialeveningNovember21 with discountsanddoorprizes(oneof which is a large-screen
TV). If you haven't left town for Thanksgiving, our monthly meeting is two nights later on the 23rd.

                                                                                
Local Programs and Events

Nov 20  th  ,   League of Women Voters Book Sale, in front of Ace Hardware, 8:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Nov 23rd, HAS meeting,7:00p.m.,MonaBishopRoom,SierraVista PublicLibrary. “Wildlife of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition” Bob Luce will presentthis photographicsafari that follows the Lewis
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and Clark Expedition'sroute up the Missouri River in 1804-05as they chronicledand described
wildlife species new to the United States, many of which were also new to science.

Field Trips 
Nov 6  th  ,    Saturday, HAS birding trip to Whitewater Draw, see details below.       
Nov 10th, Wednesday, 8:00 a.m.  FSPR bird walk.  Meet at San Pedro House.  
Nov 14th , Sunday, 8:00 a.m.  FSPR bird walk.  Meet at San Pedro River Inn.                                     
Nov 27  th  ,   Saturday, 8:00 a.m.  FSPR bird walk.  Meet at San Pedro House.
Nov 7  th  , 14  th  , 21  st  , and 28  tht  ,   Sunday’s, 8:00 a.m. Sierra Vista Environmental Operations Park bird
walks.
Dec 9th,  Thursday, HAS birding trip to Patagonia Lake State Park.  See below for more info. 

Birding Trip to Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area
White WaterDraw, in the SulphurSpringsValley, is a spectacularbirding areain the fall when the
sandhill cranes return here from their northern homes. We will carpool to the valley on
Saturday, November6, so plan to meetat SierraVista City Hall at 8:30 am.Thecranesfly out from
White WaterDraw at dawnto feedandreturnto the roostingsite for mid-day"siesta"around10:30,
wherewe will be waiting. Thousandsof cranes winging southfrom the fields createmiles of black
rippling ribbonsin the sky, aswell as a soundlike anorchestraof Frenchhornsto our listeningears,
and is not to be missed. I return many times every year to experiencethis remarkable and
inspiring event.Many otherbirds alsovisit or winter in this habitatbecauseof the waterandnearby
food, including waterfowl and shorebirds, hawks, falcons, eagles and owls, gulls, vermilion
flycatchers,thrashers,towhees,and sparrows.So come enjoy a beautiful morning with our avian
neighborsand your friendly fellow birders.We shouldbe returningto SierraVista about1 pm, so
bringa snackor lunch andwater,aswell assunscreenandhat.  For furtherinformation,contactNancy
Aley at nancyaley@msn.com or 803-7689.

Birding Trip to Patagonia Lake State Park
Traditionallya mostpopular,well attended,andbirding- productiveHAS annualevent. Again we will
havethe pleasureof RonHummelasour boatmanandlocal birding hotshot. We'll meetat theSierra
VistaCity Hall parkinglot for a 7:00a.m.departureby carpool. Weneedto beat theVisitor Centerat
8:30am (and10:00am) in orderto sign on andbe fitted with life jackets.Our first boatwill leaveat
9:00 a.m. sharp,with the secondat 10:30 a.m. sharp. Only eight personsper boat, so advance
bookingsare essential. Warm layeredclothing with a good windbreakeris strongly recommended.
Thesecondboatpartywill go directly to thepark trailheadto bird. Note: thereis a $7 park entry fee
pervehicle,and$3 feeperpersonfor theboatride. Dueto thedistanceinvolved,donationsto carpool
drivers are expected. Contact the leader,Mike Guest,378-0667with any questionsand to make
reservations.

Grassroots Workshop
Free! Free lunch!! Learn what grassrootsadvocacyis and how it impactsthe legislativeprocess.
Workshopby JuddKlement,GrassrootsCoordinatorfrom NAS, on Saturday,November13 from noon
to 3 p.m. To sign up, contact Jessie Shinn at Tucson Audubon at 520 628-1730 or
jessieshinn@qwest.net. Learn how you can be more involved and use your power as a constituent.
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? QUO VADIS ?
The OutingsCommitteewill be meetingshortly to plot our outingsfor the first six monthsof 2005.
We do haveour tried andtruetrips. But, anysuggestionsasto newor preferreddestinations,together
with thebestmonthto visit, will bemostwelcome. Pleasecommunicatethemto Mike Guest,Sandy
Kunzer, or Harry Bergtholdt.  ASAP.

A Beautiful Day at Villa Verde
Saturday9 Octoberdawneda beautiful day for a HuachucaAudubonbirding, natural history and
socialexcursionto the Villa Verdeareajust southof the borderat Naco.Unfortunatelyno onefrom
ourSocietywasthereto seeit! Becauseonly two individualshadsignedup by 48 hoursbeforethetrip
I initiated negotiationswith JuanCaicedo,our erstwhileleader,aboutwhetherit would be worth his
time to leadsucha small group.While thesetelephonecalls were going backand forth, one of the
prospective attendees called to cancel, so the fate of the trip was sealed.

Alright folks, whatarewe doingwrong?Are we not schedulingtrips to the right places?Are theynot
on convenientdaysof the weekandat convenienttimes?Are the trip leaderstoo old andugly? Are
you just gettingburnedon placeswithin thereachof a day trip? But a recent,proposedmulti-day trip
to Bosque del Apache also went begging. This is your Society. Where do you want to go and when?
Pleasecall me at 520-803-8490,by e-mail at sbkunzer@theriver.comor snail mail at 4969S. Laredo
Pass, SV 85650 with your wishes, suggestions, outrage or indifference.

-Sandy Kunzer

Attention Members!
Third Alert!

As mentionedin earlierissuesof theTrogonNews,theHAS  Boardof Directorshasdecidedthatpaper
copiesof the  TrogonNewswill   ceaseproductionafter theDec.2004issue,exceptfor thosemembers
who are willing to statethat they  do not haveaccessto the Internet. If you fall into this category,
pleasecontactRenellStewartat 378-6318or Mike Guestat 378-0667with your name,addressand
phonenumber.(Pleaseleavea messageif thereis no answer.) Thosewithout Internetaccesswill
continueto geta papercopy but theBoD is not surehow long this privilegecancontinuewithout an
increase in dues.  

Normally the Trogon News is postedto the HAS web site at http://www.huachuca-audubon.org/or
http://has.hypermart.net/by the first of everymonth. We would like to requestthat you put this date
on your monthly calendar to check for each new issue.  But if you prefer to receive a reminder from us,
sendanemail with your nameandemailaddressto RenellStewartat stewartr3@mindspring.com and
Mike Guest at  mwguest@juno.com. Please remember to notify us of any email address changes.

In summary,beginningwith theJanuary2005issueof theTrogonNews,only thosememberswith no
Internet accessand who have contactedus to that effect will receivea mailed papercopy of the
newsletter. Memberswith Internetaccessandwho havecontactedus with their email addresseswill
receivea monthly email notification statingwhen the newsletteris availableon the HAS web site.
Othermemberswith Internetaccessandwho don’t requirea monthlyemailnotificationwill checkthe
HAS websitefor thenewissueon thefirst of eachmonth. If we don’t hearfrom you,we will assume
you fall into this last category.
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Pleaseunderstandthat the difficult decision of curtailing paper issueswas prompted by rising
productioncosts,thedifficulty in finding volunteerswilling to helpin theprocessingof eachissueand
theperceptionthatwe will be betterstewardsof the environmentby usinglesspaper. We appreciate
your cooperation and understanding.

Goodbye and Hello
I will beretiring asconservationchairof theHAS within thenextmonthor two asI sadlysaygoodbye
to all the wonderfulfriendsI havemet in SierraVista. I plan to returnto seeeveryonefrom time to
time from my new home in Asheville, North Carolinawhere I will be much closer to my family.
ConradMoore and Elaine Moore havegraciouslyconsentedto take on the job of cochairsof the
conservation committee.  Welcome these two pros, dedicated birders and conservationists.

Conradis interestedin developinga grassroots water conservationmovement. He believesthat
community activism and personal conservation will lead to the greatest reduction in the water deficit in
theSierraVista subwatershed.Local governingbodies,which havefailed to respondto constituents’
concernsaboutthe waterdeficit, seemto be muchmorefocusedon supportingrapid growth thanon
waterconservation. Conradwill be inviting everyonewho is interestedto join him in this effort at
education,letter writing, andpossiblydevelopmentof an email networkof like-mindedresidentsin
Cochise County.

Elainewill takeoverresponsibilityfor runningtheSanPedroImportantBirding Areaprojectthatwas
soably spearheadedby Ed Malais. We recentlysaidgood-byeto Ed whenhemovedbackto thestate
of Washington.Elainewill be looking for volunteersto work on this project. Thoseof us who were
involved in the projecthada wonderful time with early morninghikesalong the river andexcellent
bird sightings.

Pleaseemailmeat drsondra@cox.net to tell me that you will beableto work on oneor bothof these
projects.

-Sondra Gardner

2004 Ramsey Canyon Christmas Bird Count
The2004RamseyCanyonChristmasBird Count(RCCBC)will beheldon Sunday,26 Dec,soplease
markyour calendars.This yearI’ll beassistedby RobertWeisslerasour secondarycompiler,so feel
free to contacteitherof usalthoughthe focusof Robert’seffortswill beon the“feederwatchers”and
onarrangingthebreakfastandcompilationdinner. You mayalsohavetheability to perform“on-line”
registration this year (they’ve had some problems with this at the website
www.audubon.org/bird/CBC)althoughyou’ll still needto contactRobert (803-0794)or me (803-
0221) in order to work out the detailsof whereyou will bird andwhenandwherewe will meetfor
breakfast and dinner. The details on this year’s RCCBC will be provided starting in late
September/earlyOctober. Ted Mouras,Compiler, mourast@saic.com and Robert Weissler,2ndry
Compiler, Weissler@aves.org.
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HAS Christmas Party PotLuck
ComeOne,ComeAll to our ChristmasParty PotLuck followed by our first annualElegantTrogon
Holiday SilentAuction! Pleasesavethe date,December12that theMonaBishopRoom,SierraVista
Library with our potluck at 1pm and silent auctionstarting at 3pm. We are alreadystackingup a
bountiful, beautiful array of donations...anight's lodging at Casade San Pedro'sexquisitebed and
breakfast,living native AZ pine tree trimmed with homemadebird treats from Mike Hocker of
SouthwestNativeGardenDesigns,MasterGardener,CheriMelton'shandmadebird habitatnestboxes
and feeders,Phil & Marcia's Wild Birds Unlimited goodiebasketfor your birds, and much more!
Pleaseinvite your friends andneighborsto comeand sharewith us somegoodold fashionedXmas
cheerandgoodwill! Pleasecall Kate Scott at 520-455-5190with any donationsor to help out with
trimming the tables, Xmas tree or to lend a hand during the auction!

Two of HAS’ favorite members, Karen Blumenthal and Mark Pretti, are off on an adventure at Brazil’s
CristalinoJungleLodgewherethey’reservingasbirding andnaturalhistoryguidesfor a few months.
Luckily for us, they’re being kind enoughto updateus on their experiences. Here’s the second
installment describing their adventures. 

Adventures in the Amazon – Chapter 2

The experienceof a first visit to new habitat with new species,sounds,and natural rhythms is
profoundly humbling and simultaneouslyincredibly exciting. Among the many amazingnatural
history storiesare some that reveal themselvesall at once, others that teasewith clues carefully
portionedout until the full story is understood,and,of course,thosethat remainbaffling, reinforcing
the realizationof how little we really know. Among the favoritestoriesin the last few weeksarethe
following.

Most of you who know us well know thatour versionof an exciting day in the field often includesa
nice pile of mammalcrap,what we naturalistsrefer to asscat. Scatin the tropics is a gold mine of
biological activity andperhapsoneof the bestremindersof two naturaltruths. First, in nature,just
about everything, from a single cell to an entire continent, is habitat for something,and second,
nothing(unlike in theworld we’ve createdfor ourselves)goesto waste. Theneatthing aboutmammal
scat is that you can sometimes read a pretty full story from just one little sample - who was there, when
did they passby, and what did they eat last. A pile of particularly pungentdroppingscomposed
entirelyof animalmatter(fur, bones,perhapsa claw of two) with anadjacent‘scrape’in the leaf litter
wherethecritter mayhavescattereda few leavesoverthedroppingsis thetypicalcalling cardof a cat.
Yesterdayafternoon,Karennotedjustsucha scenarioon oneof theCristalinotrails,at whichpoint the
fun began.Thenutrientcontentof mostanimalwasteis fairly well knownto peoplebut perhapsmore
appreciatedby insects. The six-leggedsthat may showup at oneof thesenutrientbonanzasinclude
butterflies,beetlesof variousspecies,flies, bees,and wasps. The scat we observedhad one big,
beautiful, iridescentgreenmale dung beetlecompletingthe dungball that undoubtedlywould prove
irresistiblyattractiveto a female. Severalsmallerdungbeetleswereworkingawayaswell while a few
blue-greenblow flies dancedaround. But the starsof the showweretwo largerove beetles. These
beetles,in thefamily Staphylinidae,areoftenpredatoryandsomehavefascinatingtricks for finding a
meal. The story of theseguysaswe interpretedit goessomethinglike this. They havea color and
shapethat makesthemlook like, you guessedit, a little pieceof poop- a nice trick that likely helps
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avoidscaringawaythe blowflies that aregoing to lay the eggsthat aregoing to hatchinto the larval
maggotsthat the beetlesaregoing to eat,that is unlessthey don’t first eat the adult flies themselves.
Thoughthe camouflageis good,apparentlyit maynot begoodenough,andthebeetlehasevolveda
specialenticementto the flies. Thesebeetlescan evert, from the tip of their abdomen,a wiggling,
maggot-coloredprotuberancethat seemsto say,“Hey blowflies, no predatoryrove beetlesto worry
abouthere. See,therearebig fat healthymaggotsfeedingawayjust like yourswill do if you land to
lay some eggs.”  Now is that one of the coolest stories you’ve ever heard or what?

Among the lesscommonbirds aroundare yellow-browedtody flycatchers. Thesecute yellow and
blackpuffballs havelong, narrow,often-cockedtails andunusuallylong, wide, flat bills. Among the
400or so speciesof tyrant flycatchers(the largestfamily in theAmericas)area tremendousrangeof
forms and behaviorsthat representenormousadaptive radiation. Among these flycatchers are
terrestrialspeciesthatgleanfrom thegroundor low plants,arborealspeciesthateatmostly fruit, some
thatgleanleavesandtwigs, andmanythat flycatchon thewing. Whenforaging,the tody flycatchers
sit still (but only briefly) andzip upwardto gleaninsectsfrom theundersidesof leaves.This is agreat
strategywhenyou considerthat they eat lots of hard-to-catchleafhoppers,thoseharmless,(usually)
greenlittle insectsthat sometimesland on you and hop awaywith impressivespeedbeforeyou can
flick themoff. If you’reawarbleror anwtrenbouncingaroundon thetwigs andleaves,you canforget
aboutcatchingleafhoppers(asthey’ll behoppingawaylong beforeyou getnear)andinsteadfocuson
things like slow moving caterpillars. So here’s this bunchof food (leafhoppers)out therethat few
things can access.  Enter the tody flycatchers with their long, wide bill (lots of surface area for catching
fastinsects),their speed,their sharpvision,andtheir ‘deathfrom below’ huntingstrategy.Thisslicing
out of narrow niches is part of what contributes to the great avian diversity of South America.

Thoseof you who havebeento Pook’s Hill Lodge in Belize (and haveperhaps,like me, dreamed
about it ever since) may rememberthe infamous four o’clock plant. This legume, in the genus
Calliandra,hasa southernsisterspecieshereatCristalino. Like its Belizeancounterpart,thelocal four
o’clock bushputs forth a new bloom of flowers eachday. Startingat aboutnoon, the day’s flower
budsopento releasetwo-inch long stamensthat slowly unfurl from the crampedbud wherethey’ve
beenwaiting like a bunchedup wadof thread. It takesaboutfour hoursfor theredandwhite stamens
to fully stretchout andtaketheir lovely, pollinator-attractingform. Theyremindmeof a pinkish,sky-
filling firework frozenin mid-burst. A little afterfive-thirty andjust beforedark,nectaris flowing and
hummingbirdsand sphinx moths are zipping and dipping from flower to flower. But theselittle
beautiesarejust theopeningact. At aboutsix-thirty, thepinnatelycompoundleavesfold themselves
up like a just-finishednovel andoffer a hint that there’smoreto come. Birds andmoths,capableof
hovering,drop down to the flowers from aboveandaren’t too concernedaboutwherethe leavesare
positioned,but anothercreature,which swoopsin from below,is deniedflower accessif leavesarein
theway. Soherewe havea plant thatnot only opensits flowers late in the day andpresumablyhits
peaknectarproductionin the dark hoursbut also goesthe extra energy-requiringmile to move the
leaves out of the flightpath of what we assumeis its primary pollinator, nectar-feedingbats.
Interestingly,though everythingabout theseplantssays‘chiropterophily’ (to which you might say
‘whatophily’), we haveyet to seea baton theBrazilianversionwhereastheBelizeanplantis a batair
traffic controller’snightmare. The presenthypothesisis thatwe just can’t stayup late enoughto see
the bats.
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And lastbut not leasta brief reportof a mostspecialmorningon theRio Cristalino. Takingoff from
thedock at about6:30,we motoredupstreamthroughrefreshinglycool morningair for severalhours
to reacha part of the river wherethe gradientis gentle,the water slow-movingand the plantsand
wildlife quitedifferent from what we find aroundthe lodge. Along the way werethe usualBrazilian
tapir,macaws,swallowtanagers,white-bandedswallows,andkingfishers. Karen’ssharpeyesspotted
aneotropicalriver otteron thebank(a first for us)- we got agreatlook beforeit slippedawayinto the
dark water. As we reachedthe first of the still sidestreamswe were fixated on a beautiful pair of
dueting black-cappeddonacobius. Thesegorgeousneotropicalwrens look nothing like the wrens
we’re usedto andarerarely found awayfrom streamsidevegetation. Their duet,with oneutteringa
harshcactuswren-like call andthe othera moremusicaltwo-notephrase,posedin the morninglight
andgavea mesmerizingperformance.Somesmerizing,in fact, thatwe didn’t evennoticethe family
of six giant river otterseyeingus from aboutthirty feet away. Theseanimals,well known from just
aboutany TV naturespecialaboutthe Amazon,weretopson our list of want-to-see’s,but we never
thoughtwe’d seea sextetof theseimpressivelylarge,almostsnake-likeaquaticweaselsat suchclose
range. We enjoyedtheir curiosity,oddvocalizations,andtremendousgracefor almostthirty minutes
beforemoving on in neardisbelief. The hits kept comingwith severalgroupsof hoatzins,an odd
monotypic (only memberof its family) bird that has a diet (leaves)and intestinal flora not that
different from a howler monkey. Other avian treasureswere greaterschiffornis, spotted tody-
flycatcher, and a group of about 30 blue and yellow macawsswirling overheadand amidst the
Mauritiapalmswhosefruits theywerefeedingon. Downstreamwe madea stopata bumpin theriver
bankwherean anacondasometimesbasks. The reptiliangodsweresmiling this day asthe anaconda
wasindeedhomeandbaskingin thesunin all its immensityin thewell hiddenspot. We’ve heardof
howhugethesecreaturescanget,butnothingapproachestherealityof a coiledmassof muscleat least
eight inchesin diameterthroughmost of its body, a headmuch larger than my hand,and a length
estimatedat about20 feet. With an overwhelmingsenseof gratitudeto evolution throughnatural
selection, we began the return trip down river.  

Interpretingnaturalhistory is good for the psyche- realizing how little you know is humbling and
helpful in keepingthe old egoin check. And thoughI’d be the first to admit that there’scertainlya
little ego-rushin makinga goodsightingto sharewith others,nowherein my fertile imaginationdid I
everthink I’d besaying‘Look, Jaguar!!’to a groupof trip participants.Amazinglythat’sexactlywhat
happenedaswe cruisedthe Cristalino in what musthavebeensomestateof unearthlygrace. Sitting
on a long white log hanging over the river was El Tigre himself, just staring at us as we drifted forward
ever-so-slowly,taking picturesand video of this once-in-a-lifer. With the sunat our backsand the
light asperfectascouldbe,we watchedthe feline miraclewith awe,andhestaredbackthinking who
knowswhat. Eventually,he stoodup and walkedslowly along the log, disappearinginto the forest
with a casual grace that made us feel appropriately fortunate and insignificant. 

This place is often indescribable but certainly worth the attempt.

It’s gettingbusyandthenexttendaysaregoingto behectic. Yes,thereis a catchto all this seemingly
self-indulgentexploring,but it’s worth theprice. Our bird list, now approaching300species,maygo
into a holding pattern.  

For those of you who wonderedabout heat, humidity, tropical diseases,biting insects,and other
nasties,all we cansayis that the southernAmazonis a whole lot morecomfortablethanplacesI’ve
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beenin theSierraNevada,Cascades,or coastalTexas. Thereareno mosquitoes(or malaria)to speak
of. The few chiggersthat seemto be aroundaresissies. Therearea few biting no-see-umsby the
beach,but their bitesareprettyharmless.The mainnuisanceis ticks which comein small,medium,
andlarge. It’s thosemediumonesthat find their way up my pantlegson a daily basis,but they, too,
areso insignificant that I’ve beentoo lazy to tuck my pantlegs in ....................and thenthere’sthe
sick naturalisthumor of finding ticks on unmentionablebody parts. I’ve never once considered
running in the heatof midday in Arizona, at least from early April to late October,but we do it
regularly here – it’s surprisingly comfortable.  

Best to all,
Karen and Mark
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