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President’'s Message

The pacealwaysseemdo pick up aswe rushtowardthe endof the year,doesn'tit? This monthwill
have the casual and comfortable Thanksgiving bird count, done at home for just one hour, to w
up for the more seriousChristmasBird Count.Don't be shy aboutvolunteeringfor eitherof theseno
matter what your skill level; help is always welcome.

November4, 6, and 8 are alsovery importantdatesfor SanPedroValley residentsYou'll be seeing
newspapeinsertsaboutthe Upper San PedroPartnershipivorkshopson thosedates.They will be
identical,so pick the time and placethatworks for you. But pick one of them!! Many of you cameto
thefirst setof meetingssponsoredy the USPPand| thankyou for that. Theseworkshopsarea very

importantfollow-on to continuingto makeour voicesheardin the waterandenvironmentiscussions

arm you

going on these days. This is absolutely one way to make a difference for our future. Please attend.

This monthalsoincludesthe FUNdraiserat the mall. HAS sellstickets for $5 and keepsthe money,

you geta specialeveningNovember21 with discountsanddoor prizes(oneof which is alarge-screen

TV). If you haven't left town for Thanksgiving, our monthly meeting is two nights later on the 23

Local Programs and Events
Nov 20", League of Women Voters Book Sale, in front of Ace Hardware, 8:00 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Nov 234, HAS meeting,7:00 p.m.,Mona BishopRoom,SierraVista Public Library. “Wildlife of the
Lewis and Clark Expedition” Bob Luce will presentthis photographicsafarithat follows the Lewis
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and Clark Expedition'sroute up the Missouri River in 1804-05as they chronicled and describeg
wildlife species new to thegnited States, many of which were also new to science.

Field Trips
Nov 6", Saturday, HADirding trip to Whitewater Draw, see details below.
Nov 102, Wednesday8:00 a.m. FSPR bird walk. Meet at San Pedro House.
Nov 14" , Sunday, 8:00 a.m. FSPR bird walk. Meet at San Pedro River Inn.
Nov 27" Saturday, 8:00 a.m. FSPR bird walk. Meet at San Pedro House.
Nov 7", 14", 21*, and 28", Sunday'’s, 8:00 a.m. Sierra Vista Environmental Operations Park bird
walks.
Dec &, Thursday, HAS birding trip to Patagonia Lake State Park. See below for more info.

Birding Trip to Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area

White Water Draw, in the SulphurSpringsValley, is a spectaculabirding areain the fall whenthe
sandhill cranes return here from their northern homes. We will carpool to the valleyon
SaturdayNovember6, so plan to meetat SierraVista City Hall at 8:30 am. The cranesfly out from
White Water Draw at dawnto feed andreturnto the roostingsite for mid-day "siesta"around10:30,
wherewe will be waiting. Thousandf cranesvinging southfrom the fields createmiles of black
rippling ribbonsin the sky, aswell asa soundlike anorchestreof Frenchhornsto our listeningears,
and is not to be missed.| return many times every year to experiencethis remarkableand
inspiringevent.Many other birds also visit or winter in this habitatbecauseof the water and nearby
food, including waterfowl and shorebirds, hawks, falcons, eagles and owls, gulls, vermilion
flycatchers,thrasherstowhees,and sparrows.So come enjoy a beautiful morning with our avian
neighborsand your friendly fellow birders.We should be returningto SierraVista aboutl pm, so
bring a snackor lunchandwater,aswell assunscreemndhat. For furtherinformation,contactNancy
Aley atnancyaley@msn.cowr 803-7689.

Birding Trip to Patagonia Lake State Park

Traditionallya mostpopular,well attendedandbirding- productiveHAS annualevent. Again we will
havethe pleasureof Ron Hummelasour boatmanandlocal birding hotshot. We'll meetat the Sierra
Vista City Hall parkinglot for a 7:00a.m.departureby carpool. We needto be atthe Visitor Centerat
8:30am (and10:00am)in orderto sign on andbe fitted with life jackets.Our first boatwill leaveat
9:00 a.m. sharp,with the secondat 10:30 a.m. sharp. Only eight personsper boat, so advance
bookingsare essential. Warm layeredclothing with a good windbreakeris strongly recommended.
The secondboatparty will go directly to the park trailheadto bird. Note:thereis a $7 park entryfee
pervehicle,and$3fee perpersonfor theboatride. Dueto thedistanceinvolved,donationgo carpool
drivers are expected. Contactthe leader,Mike Guest,378-0667with any questionsand to make
reservations.

Grassroots Workshop
Free! Freelunch!! Learnwhat grassrootsadvocacyis and how it impactsthe legislative process
Workshopby JuddKlement,Grassroot€oordinatorfrom NAS, on SaturdayNovemberl3 from noon
to 3 p.m. To sign up, contact Jessie Shinn at Tucson Audubon at 520 628-1730 or
jessieshinn@qgwest.net. Learn how you can be more involved and use your power as a constituent.
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? QUO VADIS ?
The OutingsCommitteewill be meetingshortly to plot our outingsfor the first six monthsof 2005.
We do haveour tried andtruetrips. But, any suggestionasto new or preferreddestinationstogether
with the bestmonthto visit, will be mostwelcome. Pleasecommunicatehemto Mike Guest,Sandy
Kunzer, or Harry Bergtholdt. ASAP.
A Beautiful Day at Villa Verde

Saturday9 Octoberdawneda beautiful day for a HuachucaAudubon birding, natural history and
socialexcursionto the Villa Verde areajust southof the borderat Naco. Unfortunatelyno one from
our Societywasthereto seeit! Becausenly two individualshadsignedup by 48 hoursbeforethe trip
| initiated negotiationswith JuanCaicedo,our erstwhileleader,aboutwhetherit would be worth his
time to lead sucha small group. While thesetelephonecalls were going backand forth, one of the
prospective attendees called to cancel, so the fate of the trip was sealed.

Alright folks, whatarewe doingwrong?Are we not schedulingrips to the right placesAre theynot
on convenientdaysof the weekand at convenienttimes?Are the trip leaderstoo old and ugly? Are
you just gettingburnedon placeswithin thereachof a day trip? But a recent,proposedmulti-day trip

to Bosque del Apache also went begging. This is your Society. Where do you want to go and when?

Pleasecall me at 520-803-8490by e-mail at sbkunzer@theriver.comr snail mail at 4969S. Laredo
Pass, SV 85650 with your wishes, suggestions, outrage or indifference.
-Sandy Kunze

-

Attention_Members!
Third Alert!

As mentionedn earlierissuesof the TrogonNews,the HAS Boardof Directorshasdecidedthat paper|
copiesof the TrogonNewswill_ceaseproductionafter the Dec. 2004issue,exceptfor thosemembers
who are willing to statethat they do not haveaccesgo the Internet. If you fall into this category,
pleasecontactRenell Stewartat 378-6318or Mike Guestat 378-0667with your name,addressand
phonenumber.(Pleaseleave a messageaf thereis no answer.) Thosewithout Internetaccesswill
continueto geta papercopy but the BoD is not surehow long this privilege can continuewithout an
increase in dues.

Normally the Trogon Newsis postedto the HAS web site at http://www.huachuca-audubon.orgf
http://has.hypermart.nelty the first of everymonth. We would like to requesthat you put this date

on your monthly calendar to check for each new issue. But if you prefer to receive a reminder from us,

sendanemail with your nameandemail addresgo Renell Stewartat stewartr3@mindspring.com and
Mike Guest atmwguest@juno.conPlease remember to notify us of any email address changes

In summary peginningwith the January2005issueof the TrogonNews,only thosememberswith no
Internetaccessand who have contactedus to that effect will receivea mailed papercopy of the
newsletter. Memberswith Internetaccessandwho havecontactedus with their email addressewvill
receivea monthly email notification statingwhen the newsletteris availableon the HAS web site.
Othermemberswith Internetaccesandwho don’t requirea monthly emailnotificationwill checkthe
HAS websitefor the newissueon thefirst of eachmonth. If we don’t hearfrom you, we will assume
you fall into this last category.
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Pleaseunderstandthat the difficult decision of curtailing paperissueswas prompted by rising
productioncosts thedifficulty in finding volunteerswilling to helpin the processingf eachissueand
the perceptionthatwe will be betterstewardsof the environmentoy usinglesspaper. We appreciate
your cooperation and understanding.

Goodbye and Hello
| will beretiring asconservatiorchairof the HAS within the nextmonthor two asl sadlysaygoodbye
to all the wonderfulfriends| havemetin SierraVista. | planto returnto seeeveryonefrom time to
time from my new homein Asheville, North Carolinawherel will be much closerto my family.
ConradMoore and Elaine Moore have graciouslyconsentedo take on the job of cochairsof the
conservation committee. Welcome these two pros, dedicated birders and conservationists.

Conradis interestedin developinga grassroots water conservationmovement. He believesthat
community activism and personal conservation will lead to the greatest reduction in the water deficit in
the SierraVista subwatershedLocal governingbodies,which havefailed to respondio constituents
concernsaboutthe waterdeficit, seemto be muchmore focusedon supportingrapid growth thanon
water conservation. Conradwill be inviting everyonewho is interestedto join him in this effort at
education Jetter writing, and possibly developmenbf an email network of like-mindedresidentsin
Cochise County.

Elainewill takeoverresponsibilityfor runningthe SanPedrolmportantBirding Area projectthatwas
soably spearheadeldly Ed Malais. We recentlysaidgood-byeto Ed whenhe movedbackto the state
of Washington. Elainewill be looking for volunteerso work on this project. Thoseof uswho were
involved in the projecthad a wonderfultime with early morning hikes alongthe river and excellent
bird sightings.

Pleaseemail me at drsondra@cox.net to tell me that you will be ableto work on oneor both of these
projects.

-Sondra Gardne

-

2004 Ramsey Canyon Christmas Bird Count
The 2004RamseyCanyonChristmasBird Count(RCCBC)will be held on Sunday26 Dec,soplease
markyour calendars.This yearl’ll beassistedby RobertWeisslerasour secondarycompiler,sofeel
freeto contacteitherof usalthoughthe focusof Robert’seffortswill be on the “feederwatchers”and
onarrangingthe breakfaseandcompilationdinner. You mayalsohavethe ability to perform“on-line”
registration this year (they've had some problems with this at the website
www.audubon.org/bird/CBCalthoughyou’ll still needto contactRobert (803-0794)or me (803-
0221)in orderto work out the detailsof whereyou will bird andwhenandwherewe will meetfor
breakfastand dinner. The details on this year's RCCBC will be provided starting in late
September/earlyDctober. Ted Mouras, Compiler, mourast@saic.com and Robert Weissler,2ndry
Compiler,Weissler@aves.org
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HAS Christmas Party PotLuck

ComeOne, ComeAll to our ChristmasParty PotLuck followed by our first annualElegantTrogon
Holiday Silent Auction! Pleasesavethe date,Decemberl2th at the Mona BishopRoom, SierraVista
Library with our potluck at 1pm and silent auction starting at 3pm. We are alreadystackingup a
bountiful, beautiful array of donations...anight's lodging at Casade San Pedro'sexquisitebed and
breakfast,living native AZ pine tree trimmed with homemadebird treats from Mike Hocker of
SouthwestNative GardenDesigns MasterGardenerCheriMelton'shandmaddird habitatnestboxes
and feeders,Phil & Marcia's Wild Birds Unlimited goodie basketfor your birds, and much more!
Pleaseinvite your friends and neighborsto comeand sharewith us somegood old fashionedXmas
cheerand goodwill! Pleasecall Kate Scottat 520-455-5190with any donationsor to help out with
trimming the tables, Xmas tree or to lend a hand during the auction!

Two of HAS’ favorite members, Karen Blumenthal and Mark Pretti, are off on an adventure at Brazil's
CristalinoJungleLodgewherethey’re servingasbirding andnaturalhistory guidesfor a few months,
Luckily for us, they're being kind enoughto updateus on their experiences. Here’s the second
installment describing their adventures.

Adventures in the Amazon — Chapter 2

The experienceof a first visit to new habitat with new species,sounds,and natural rhythms is
profoundly humbling and simultaneouslyincredibly exciting. Among the many amazingnatural
history stories are some that reveal themselvesall at once, othersthat teasewith clues carefully
portionedout until the full storyis understoodand,of course thosethat remainbaffling, reinforcing
therealizationof how little we really know. Among the favorite storiesin the lastfew weeksarethe
following.

Most of you who know us well know that our versionof an exciting dayin thefield oftenincludesa
nice pile of mammalcrap, what we naturalistsreferto asscat. Scatin the tropicsis a gold mine of
biological activity and perhapsone of the bestremindersof two naturaltruths. First, in nature,just
abouteverything,from a single cell to an entire continent,is habitat for something,and second
nothing(unlike in the world we’ve createdor ourselvespoesto waste. The neatthing aboutmammal
scat is that you can sometimes read a pretty full story from just one little sample - who was there, when
did they passby, and what did they eatlast. A pile of particularly pungentdroppingscomposed
entirely of animalmatter(fur, bones perhaps claw of two) with anadjacentscrape’in the leaflitter
wherethe critter mayhavescattered few leavesoverthe droppingss thetypical calling cardof a cat.
YesterdayafternoonKarennotedjust sucha scenaricon oneof the Cristalinotrails, at which point the
fun began. The nutrientcontentof mostanimalwasteis fairly well knownto peoplebut perhapsnore
appreciatedy insects. The six-leggedshat may showup at one of thesenutrientbonanzasnclude
butterflies, beetlesof various species flies, bees,and wasps. The scatwe observedhad one big,
beautiful, iridescentgreenmale dung beetle completingthe dungballthat undoubtedlywould prove
irresistibly attractiveto afemale. Severalsmallerdungbeetlesvereworking awayaswell while afew
blue-greerblow flies dancedaround. But the starsof the showweretwo largerove beetles. These
beetlesjn the family Staphylinidaeare often predatoryandsomehavefascinatingtricks for finding a
meal. The story of theseguys aswe interpretedit goessomethinglike this. They havea color and
shapethat makesthemlook like, you guessedt, a little pieceof poop- a nice trick thatlikely helps
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avoid scaringawaythe blowflies that are going to lay the eggsthat are going to hatchinto the larval
maggotsthat the beetlesare going to eat, thatis unlessthey don't first eatthe adultflies themselves.
Thoughthe camouflages good, apparentlyit may not be good enough,andthe beetlehasevolveda
specialenticementto the flies. Thesebeetlescan evert,from the tip of their abdomena wiggling,
maggot-coloredorotuberancehat seemso say, “Hey blowflies, no predatoryrove beetlesto worry
abouthere. Seetherearebig fat healthymaggotsfeedingawayjust like yourswill do if you landto
lay some eggs.” Now is that one of the coolest stories you've ever heard or what?

Among the lesscommonbirds aroundare yellow-browedtody flycatchers. Thesecute yellow and
black puffballs havelong, narrow,often-cockedails and unusuallylong, wide, flat bills. Amongthe
400 or so specief tyrantflycatchers(the largestfamily in the Americas)are a tremendougsangeof

forms and behaviorsthat representenormousadaptive radiation. Among these flycatchers are
terrestrialspecieghatgleanfrom the groundor low plants,arborealspecieghateatmostly fruit, some
thatgleanleavesandtwigs, and manythatflycatch on thewing. Whenforaging,the tody flycatchers
sit still (butonly briefly) andzip upwardto gleaninsectsfrom the underside®f leaves. Thisis agreat
strategywhenyou considerthat they eatlots of hard-to-catcHeafhoppersthoseharmless(usually)
greenlittle insectsthat sometimedand on you and hop away with impressivespeedbeforeyou can
flick themoff. If you'reawarbleror anwtrenbouncingaroundon thetwigs andleavesyou canforget
aboutcatchingleafhoppergasthey’ll be hoppingawaylong beforeyou getnear)andinsteadfocuson
thingslike slow moving caterpillars. So here’sthis bunchof food (leafhoppers)ut therethat few
things can access. Enter the tody flycatchers with their long, wide bill (lots of surface area for catching
fastinsects)their speedtheir sharpvision, andtheir ‘deathfrom below’ huntingstrategy. This slicing
out of narrow niches is part of what contributes to the great avian diversity of South America.

Thoseof you who have beento Pook’s Hill Lodge in Belize (and have perhapsJike me, dreamed
aboutit ever since) may rememberthe infamous four o’clock plant. This legume,in the genus
Calliandrahasa southerrsisterspeciedereat Cristalino. Like its Belizeancounterpartthelocal four
o’clock bushputsforth a new bloom of flowers eachday. Startingat aboutnoon,the day’s flower
budsopento releasetwo-inch long stamenghat slowly unfurl from the crampedbud wherethey’ve
beenwaiting like a bunchedup wad of thread. It takesaboutfour hoursfor theredandwhite stamens
to fully stretchoutandtaketheir lovely, pollinator-attractingorm. Theyremindme of a pinkish, sky-
filling firework frozenin mid-burst. A little afterfive-thirty andjust beforedark,nectars flowing and
hummingbirdsand sphinx moths are zipping and dipping from flower to flower. But theselittle
beautiesarejust the openingact. At aboutsix-thirty, the pinnatelycompoundeavesfold themselves
up like ajust-finishednovel andoffer a hint thatthere’smoreto come. Birds andmoths,capableof

hovering,drop down to the flowers from aboveand aren’ttoo concernedaboutwherethe leavesare
positioned but anothercreature which swoopsin from below, is deniedflower accessf leavesarein

theway. Soherewe havea plantthatnot only opensits flowerslate in the day and presumablyhits
peaknectarproductionin the dark hoursbut also goesthe extra energy-requiringmile to move the
leaves out of the flightpath of what we assumeis its primary pollinator, nectar-feedingbats.
Interestingly,though everythingabout theseplants says‘chiropterophily’ (to which you might say
‘whatophily’), we haveyet to seea baton the Brazilian versionwhereaghe Belizeanplantis a batair

traffic controller’'snightmare. The presenthypothesidgs thatwe just can’t stay up late enoughto see
the bats.
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And lastbut not leasta brief reportof a mostspecialmorningon the Rio Cristalino. Taking off from
the dock at about6:30, we motoredupstreanthroughrefreshinglycool morningair for severalhours
to reacha part of the river wherethe gradientis gentle,the water slow-moving and the plantsand
wildlife quite differentfrom whatwe find aroundthe lodge. Along the way werethe usualBrazilian
tapir, macawsswallowtanagerswhite-bandedswallows,andkingfishers. Karen’ssharpeyesspotted
aneotropicalriver otteron the bank(afirst for us)- we got agreatlook beforeit slippedawayinto the
dark water. As we reachedthe first of the still sidestreamsve were fixated on a beautiful pair of
dueting black-cappeddonacobius. Thesegorgeousneotropicalwrenslook nothing like the wrens
we’re usedto andarerarely found awayfrom streamsidevegetation. Their duet,with one utteringa
harshcactuswren-like call andthe othera more musicaltwo-notephrase posedin the morninglight
andgavea mesmerizingperformance.So mesmerizingjn fact, thatwe didn’t evennoticethe family
of six giantriver otterseyeingus from aboutthirty feetaway. Theseanimals,well known from just
aboutany TV naturespecialaboutthe Amazon,weretopson our list of want-to-see’sput we never
thoughtwe’'d seea sextetof theseimpressivelylarge,almostsnake-likeaquaticweaselsat suchclose
range. We enjoyedtheir curiosity, odd vocalizations andtremendougracefor almostthirty minutes
beforemoving on in neardisbelief. The hits kept comingwith severalgroupsof hoatzins,an odd
monotypic (only memberof its family) bird that has a diet (leaves)and intestinal flora not that
different from a howler monkey. Other avian treasureswere greater schiffornis, spotted tody-
flycatcher, and a group of about 30 blue and yellow macawsswirling overheadand amidst the
Mauritia palmswhosefruits they werefeedingon. Downstreanwe madea stopata bumpin theriver
bankwherean anacondaometimedasks. The reptilian godswere smiling this day asthe anaconda
wasindeedhomeandbaskingin the sunin all its immensityin the well hiddenspot. We’ve heardof
how hugethesecreaturexanget,but nothingapproachethereality of a coiled massof muscleat least
eightinchesin diameterthroughmost of its body, a headmuch larger than my hand,and a length
estimatedat about 20 feet. With an overwhelmingsenseof gratitudeto evolution through natural
selection, we began the return trip down river.

1S4

Interpretingnatural history is goodfor the psyche- realizing how little you know is humbling and
helpful in keepingthe old egoin check. And thoughl'd be thefirst to admitthat there’scertainlya
little ego-rushin makinga goodsightingto sharewith others,nowherein my fertile imaginationdid |
everthink I'd be saying‘’Look, Jaguar!!'to a groupof trip participants. Amazinglythat'sexactlywhat
happenediswe cruisedthe Cristalinoin what musthavebeensomestateof unearthlygrace. Sitting
on a long white log hanging over the river was El Tigre himself, just staring at us as we drifted forward
ever-so-slowly taking picturesand video of this once-in-a-lifer. With the sunat our backsandthe
light asperfectascould be, we watchedthe feline miraclewith awe,andhe staredbackthinking who
knowswhat. Eventually,he stoodup and walked slowly alongthe log, disappearingnto the forest
with a casual grace that made us feel appropriately fortunate and insignificant.

This place is often indescribable but certainly worth the attempt.
It's gettingbusyandthe nexttendaysaregoingto behectic. Yes,thereis a catchto all this seemingly,
self-indulgentexploring,but it’s worth the price. Our bird list, now approachind800 speciesmay go

into a holding pattern.

For those of you who wonderedabout heat, humidity, tropical diseaseshiting insects,and other
nastiesall we cansayis thatthe southernAmazonis a whole lot more comfortablethan placesl’'ve
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beenin the SierraNevada,Cascadesr coastalTexas. Thereareno mosquitoegor malaria)to speak
of. Thefew chiggersthat seemto be aroundare sissies. Thereare a few biting no-see-umdy the
beach but their bitesare pretty harmless. The main nuisances ticks which comein small, medium,
andlarge. It's thosemediumonesthatfind their way up my pantlegson a daily basis,but they, too,
are soinsignificantthat I've beentoo lazy to tuck my pantlegsin ................... andthenthere’sthe
sick naturalisthumor of finding ticks on unmentionablebody parts. I've never once considered
running in the heatof midday in Arizona, at leastfrom early April to late October,but we do it
regularly here — it's surprisingly comfortable.

Best to all,
Karen and Mark

Mail Correspondence to: NON-PROFIT ORG.
HUACHUCA AUDUBON SOCIETY U.S. Postage PAID
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DATED MATERIAL Permit No. 38
PLEASE EXPEDITE
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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

New Member - $20, two years $30, basic rate -
$35, senior citizen or student rate - $15, non-
subscribing rate (membership without magazine
$20. Please contact the treasurer if you are
interested in this option. Make check to National

Audubon. Send to Huachuca Audubon Society, PO
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changes and status call 1-800-274-4201. Trogon
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