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Trogon News

President s Message
Almost 2012 and the high season for bird counts is NOW! | sure hope you've picked one - or more! -
Christmas Bird Counts in your area to participate in. I'll say it again - you don't have to be a top-notch
birder to help out in most of these. I'll admit that some of them require pretty good skills. But most of
them don't need that, they need your presence and eyes and support. If you just enjoy seeing the
birds, and sharing that with someone, the idea is that the more eyes that are out there looking, the
more birds we can find and record. Have fun!

We skipped our December general meeting in favor of a party at the Audubon Research Ranch in
Elgin. We had another fun quiz prepared by Erika Wilson - thank you Erika! | would say a good time
was had by all who attended.

Our January meeting, third Tuesday at 7 pm, will start off the new year with a video visit to Texas,
presented by Rick & Ricki Thompson. Hope to see you there. Or at a bird count. Or a bird walk. Or
perhaps a bird class.

Tricia Gerrodette
President




MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name:
Address: City/State/ZIP:
Phone: E-mail:

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY: (J $20 New Member (J $30 Two Years (J $35 Renewal (J $15 Seniors
Make checks payable to: National Audubon Society
FRIENDS OF HUACHUCA AUDUBON SOCIETY: (J $10 Year - Individual Member (3 $15 Year - Household
Make checks payable to: Huachuca Audubon Society
TOTAL: $

Mail all applications to: Huachuca Audubon Society * P.O. Box 63 « Sierra Vista, AZ 85636-0063

Please get involved with Huachuca Audubon Society!
Check your area of interest: (JPublicity (JPrograms (JConservation (JHospitality (JBoard of Directors

Welcome New Members |
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Are issues your thing? Concerned about mining, wind turbines, climate change, water, San Pedro
River, border wall? Want to learn more about any of these or another one that | failed to mention? We
could use a cadre of folks concerned about issues in this area or in the bigger picture. I'd like to
coordinate some efforts but | need to know if anyone out there wants to be involved. Contact me by e-
mail (tricia_HAS_issues) to let me know your interest. Thanks!



Regular Events

Saturday interpretive w alk 9 AM. Meet at the San Pedro Monday bird walk on San Pedro River 8 AM. Join this 2

House just west of the river, south of Hwy 90. 3 hour weekly bird walk on the Gordon Lewis property
at the San Pedro River. Meet at the putiff just west of

Sunday Environmental Operations Park bird walk the bridge, on the north side of Highway 92 (near

g%cigtsé' yg%chucatﬁdubon, Friends of the San Pedro, and turn-off, and a gate numbered 10663.) Check o
ir servatory. Goode mapof the location of the prop

4w Saturday bird walk at San Pedro House 8 AM.Meet
at the San Pedro House just west of the river, south of Hwy

90. . ) : .
including burrowing owl roosts. There is no fee,

interested non-members are welcome.

More information atwww.huachucaaudubon.organd www.sanpedroriver.org
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entrance.Bring water, sun protection, and adeqate
clothing; it will be cold. This is a unique opportunity to
visit private property with incredible riparian habitat,

and

Bird Watching in the Huachucas

Want an excuse to do bird watching in the Huachucas AND have the information be of use to scienéx?!
Julie Stromberg at ASU has been heavily involved in research in this area for many yearsnher description
below, you can see her proposal for research in the Huachucas dealing with the importance of moisture g
her idea for involving bird abundance and composition. For now, if you're interested, why not contact nj
(triciag2@cox.ne) and I'll assemble the names and information to submit to Julie all together. Let's do it!!

| am involved with other faculty from ASU (John Sabo) and UofA on a research project examining interactic
between surface water, iparian plants, and grounddwelling arthropods. We have established 12 location
along streams in the Huachuca Mountain (3 on Garden Canyon, 3 on Ramsey Canyon, 3 on Huachuca C;
and 3 others on small ephemeral washes). The sites are distributed apa moisture gradient. Each riparian
site is paired with an adjacent upland site, for a total of 24 sites.

We were wondering if HAS would like to collaborate with us, and collect bird abundance data at the 24 stu
sites during 2012 (perhaps in April andAugust?). Given that we have data on abundance and composition
plants and soitdwelling arthropods, we were thinking it would be fantastic if we had abundance data fo
other taxonomic groups, as well. ASU graduate students will be visiting the sitegduently in spring and
summer of 2012, and we also can provide location information as UTM coordinates. We would establish a
protocol for the bird sampling, such as walking a transect of a given length.

Thank you for considering this.

Please let meknow if anyone in your group is interested in participating, and email or call if you have
guestions.

Dr. Julie Stromberg
School of Life Sciences
Arizona State University
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http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&msid=108498306314160846663.000466ced8fbac080edae&ll=31.380098,-110.11381&spn=0.009434,0.015857&t=h&z=16
mailto:triciag2@cox.net

Wings Over Willcox 2012 Welcome Message

Welcome to the 19th annual Wings Over Wibx. We are looking forward to catching up with returning

participants and meeting new attendees.The WOW committee and volunteers have planned a spectacular festival

and are looking forward to experiencing it with you.

On February 14, 2012 our beautifuktate of Arizona will be 100 years old.The 2012 Wings Over Willcox festiva

has the honor of being designated as an Arizona Centennial special event in conjunction with the centennial
celebraion.! O A OAOOI Oh Oxi TAx OI O0& BEAOA#AAAUAABAAANAOCD
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Our festival is the perfect opportunity to see all the winter migrants that visit Arizona and to see other natura

wonders of southeastern Arizona.Capitalize on these opportunities by signing updf tours, participating in
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will introduce us to the amazing world of birding at night. Other opportunities to spend time with Ted include his
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catching up with old friends. See you in Willcox!

For Festival deails go to: http://www.wingsoverwillcox.com/welcome.asp

Jan 7 Sandhill Crane Workshop at Whitewater Draw

The Arizona Game and Fish Depganent will conduct a Sandhill Gane workshop 10 a.m. ta2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 7,
2012 at Whitewater Draw Wildlife Area in McNeal. Ohis half day Watchable Wildlife workshop is designed to
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In the morning session's interactive Power Point talks, participants will discover how cranes fit into the total

picture of Arizona's natural history, including their behaviors, courtship, migration routes, feeding, habitat, an
calls. Participants will get an up close look at taxidermy cranes used to show anatomy and other detail$he
afternoon session will includea tour of Whitewater Draw ponds, focusing on the cranes and their behavior, b
also including the various ducks, songbirds, owls, eagles and other raptors in the arédaame and Fish spotting
scopes will be available, as will be assistance for beginnens the use of binoculars.Field guides will provide
personal attention for participants. Pre-registration is required. Interested parties should contact Publig
Information Officer Mark Hart with Game and Fish in Tucson at 52888-4445 or mhart@azgfd.gov

There are currently between 3,000 and,000 Sandhill @anes at Whitewater Draw, with the first bird arriving Oct.
1. The birds typically arrive in the area from midSeptember to early October, and begin leaving frommid-

February to mid-March. The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) counted a total of 20,953 cranes th
Jan. 10, 2011.The public may observe the cranes at the wildlife area. Many cranes fly out at dawn to feed 8
return approximately 4 p.m. Others remain in the wildlife area or return by noon. The entrance to Whitewater
Draw is off Coffman Road in McNeal.
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http://www.wingsoverwillcox.com/welcome.asp
mailto:mhart@azgfd.gov

Appleton -Whittell Christmas Bird Count

The 6th annual Appleton -Whittell Christmas Bird Count (AWCBC) will take place on Saturday, Decemlye
31, 2011. The count circle is centered near the Audubon Appletelvhittell Research Ranch south of Elgin in
the Sonoita Valley and includes the northwest poion of Fort Huachuca, the Babaanari Ranch, Canelo, the
Mustang Mountains, and Elgin.Last year 98 species and 5,037 individual birds were recorded during the
AWCBC.I will be working with Linda Kennedy (kennedy@audubon.org of the Research Ranch to coordinate
the parties that head into the field for the ount.

Please see the Huachuca Audubon web page for the AWCBC http://www.huachuca -
audubon.org/CBC/AWCBC.phpvhich has the field card, maps, and party hours/miles and rare bird forms, plus
a zoanable Google map of the count circleThe field card can be printed and used to record the tally of birds
seen. It lists typical winter birds, most of which were recorded during the prior two counts.

Please let me know (preferably via amail) if you will be able to participate in the upcoming count, and, if
relevant, who will be joining you and what area you are interested in coveringAnd feel free to forward this
message to anyone else who might be interested in participating!

Robert Weissler

AWBC compiler

E-mail: weissler@aves.org
Phone: (520) 8030794

Save the dates for the next GBBC!

The next Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) takes place Friday, February 17, through
Monday, February 20, 2012. We're looking forward to it and we hope you are too!
The National Audubon Society and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, with Canadian partner
Bird Studies Canada will keep you informed of all the latest developments as the big event
gets closer.

Hot Link to website:
http://www.birdsource.org/gbbc/press/news-stories/gbbc-posters-web-
buttons?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm campaign=df8775ed02-
GBBC eNewsletter December 201212 9 2011&utm_ medium=emalil

During this February's GBBC, participants submitted more than 92,000 online checklists
and identified nearly 600 distinct species. Read a summary of the 2011 GBBC.
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Quarterly Program Lineup
Third Tuesday of the Monthat 7:00 PM

January 17 z Texas Birding

Cochise College Room 702

For the past two years Ricki and Rick Thompson have spent two to three weeks in March and early
April birding the south Texas coast (Rockport/kilton to Port Isabel) and the Rio Grande Valley
(Falcon Lake to Brownsville). Rick's presentation will consist of video clips made during these two
trips. The focus will be on birds we don't see here and include others because of interesting behavior.

February 21 z A Look at U.S. Deerts

Horace Steele Conference Room in Cochise College Library Building

In 2011 photographers Sandy and Betsy Kunzer set out to visit some of
the major divisions of the "Great American Desert". Come along for an
exploration of: What are deserts? Where & our deserts? What are their
commonalities and differences? What are the uses we make of them and
what are the threats to their continued ecological integrity? What is
their beauty and attraction?




Birding in Bayou Country with a
Local Bird er
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waking up after staying up late to visit and catch up

on each others' lives. We wereon her

porch drinking tea and watching the birds feeding

and singing in the crisp fall morning air. Her house

sits on a bayouhat flows into the Gulf of
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canoe into the water. For me, canoeing is a new twist on birding and a great way to forge strong memories
with my Mom.

As we glide almg the water we silently approach a Great Blue Heron making like a statu€hen it comes to
me; Birding is a walking-, hiking-, biking or even canoebased sport that gets you out into nature where the
birds are. And sometimes "getting there" can be a get workout as well as fun and rewarding.

A great thing about birding is that you don't have to travel to faoff exotic birding places such as Ecuador
or Brazil. Birding is an accessible sport you can do with limited equipment amhere. On a bayou, on a
hiking trail

or even your back yard.Knowing all the bird names, their habitats, and other facts are not a requirement
for birding fun (or | would be in trouble), but getting outdoors is. Walk, run, or ride your bike to a neaby
open spacez preferably near a water source even i& backyardfountain or golf course pond.Be sure to
take your binoculars ( a MUST), enjoy the fresh aitand keep your eyes and ears open for activity. When
you locate a bird perching overhead or batimg in a bird bath, stop and watch it.Voila, you are now
enjoying the fastest growing sport in Americal

As with any hobby, the more time spent on it, the more involved you become. My passion for being
outdoors and hiking is what led me to birding. Now my birding takes me to new hiking trails. and as of
now | can add canoeing as a birding platformlit's a thrill to spot and actually be able to identify a bird.
Especially the less common varietiesPlus | enjoy seeing new placegetting outside, andslowing down
enough to REALLY SERhat is going on around me.

So if you are ever out on the trails or on your bike or eve
canoeing, grab your binoculars, field guide and carry little

notebook to write down your spottings. Better yet, ask a
loved oneto join you. %OAT E& UT O AAT 6
UAOh UT 0811 1 Adedorie®l | A AAAOD
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-Julie Bradley
Article and photos




Tom Leskiwretired in 2009 following a 31-year career as a hydrologic/biologic technician for Six
Rivers National Forest. His essays and book reviews have appeared in a variety of journals and are
forthcoming in Riverwind, Silent Spring at 50and Snowy EgretHis monthly column appears

at www.RRAS.organd his website resides atvww.TomLeskiw.com Tom and his wife, Sue, are
members ofHuachuca Audubon SocietyCheck out two of his recent reviews:

Book review of "'The American Bird Conservancy Guide to Bird Conservation”
http://www.terrain.org/reviews/28/guide __to_bird_conservation.htm.

Movie review of "The Big Year'http://blog.terrain.org/ _ (Oct 29, 2011 entry)

16" Annual San Diego Bird Festival

The 16th annual San Diego Bird Festival takes wing on scenic M@siBay March 14, 2012, with Kenn
Kaufman as keynoter and Richard Crossley as a special guest. Festival HQ is just steps from San Djego's
famous "Mile of Birds" river estuary. Events include field trips, pelagic trips, workshops, the Birding &
Optics Expqg a Big Sit, and special Family Free Day bird and art events on Sunday, March 4. For more
information visit www.sandiegoaudubon.org, emailbirdfest@cox.netor call 858-273-7800 to receive a
free brochure.
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